Area  in  Acres 


Population 


33,906 

6,615 


Occupation  -  Chiefly  Agricultural;  Woollen  Manufactures 

at  Wellington;  Brickyard  at  Poole. 


y.0.  the  .  WELLINGTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL . 


MILVERTON, 


February,  1901. 


Gentlemen , 

I  have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  your  Council  my  Annual 
Report  on  the  Rural  District  of  Wellington  for  the  year  1900. 
Beyond  the  statistical  returns,  which  you  will  see  have  been 
considerably  altered,  and,  in  my  opinion,  made  more  complete, 
the  year  which  is  past,  at  any  rate  as  far  as  our  District  is 
concerned,  does  not  furnish  much  material,  -  I  may  say,  perhaps, 
does  not  provide  opportunities  -  for  a  lengthy  or  interesting 
Report.  1900  has  been  an  uneventful  year,  not  in  any  way  an 
unsatisfactory  one  from  a  sanitary  point  of  view.  We  have  had, 
as  I  shall  presently  show,  very  few  cases  of  the  more  serious 
infectious  diseases  to  deal  with,  and  with  the  exception  of 
Measles,  certainly  no  Zymotic  epidemics.  Our  death  rate,  too, 
is  considerably  below  the  average,  and  our  Zymotic  death  rate 
almost  nil. 

Births . 

158  births  have  been  registered  in  the  District  during  the  year, 
giving  an  annual  birth  rate  23.8  per  1000  of  the  population; 
the  average  birth  rate  for  the  previous  eight  years  being  23-9. 

Deaths . 

83  deaths  have  occurred  during  this  period,  producing  a  death 
rate  of  12-5  per  1000;  the  average  death  rate  for  the  last  8 
years  is  14- 1 . 

The  Zymotic  death  rate  is,  as  I  have  stated,  very  low,  compris¬ 
ing  only  one  death,  and  that  from  Diarrhoea  in  an  infant  under 
one  year  of  age. 

Infant  Mortality . 

There  have  been  eleven  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age, 
giving  an  infant  death  roll  of  69.6  of  1000  births;  the  average 
infant  mortality  for  8  years  being  89-1. 
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Causes  of  Death  out  of  the  83  Deaths  recorded  for  the  Year. 


3  were  returned  as  Phthisis  (Consumption) . 

17  ,,  ,,  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  Organs. 

12  ,,  ,  ,  Heart  Disease. 

5  , ,  ,  ,  Accident . 

Only  three  deaths  from  Consumption  is  a  very  favourable  return 
for  our  District,  and  much  below  our  average  rate  of  mortality 
from  that  disease. 

Ages  at  which  Death  occurred . 

Under  one  year  ...  11 

1  and  under  5  ...  2 

5  ,  ,  15  ' .  .  .  6 

15  ,  ,  25  2 

25  ,  ,  65  ...  30 

65  and  upwards  .  .  .  32 

83 

Prevalence  of  Infectious  Diseases . 

Seven  cases  of  infectious  diseases  have  been  notified  to  me  as 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

3  were  cases  of  Diphtheria. 

3  , ,  , ,  Scarlet  Fever. 

1  , ,  , ,  Erysipelas . 

Measles  have  been  prevalent  in  some  parishes  in  the  District 
during  the  year,  though  in  no  case  did  death  occur,  so  it  is 
fair  to  presume  the  epidemic  was  of  a  mild  type.  In  consequence 
of  the  large  number  of  children  attacked  with  this  disease  in 
Milverton  during  the  early  part  of  the  summer,  it  was  found 
necessary  to  close  the  Board  Schools  for  a  period  of  3  weeks. 

No  case  of  Enteric  Fever  has  occurred  in  the  District  during 
the  year,  and  we  have  enjoyed  a  welcome  deliverance  from  Influ¬ 
enza.  Isolated  cases  may  have  occurred,  but  we  have  certainly 
been  visited  by  nothing  worthy  of  the  name  of  an  epidemic. 

Sanitary  Work,  Nuisanc es,  etc . 

42  nuisances  have  been  reported  to  your  Council  in  the  past  year. 
Some  of  these  have  formed  a  part  of  my  monthly  reports,  the 


.  -'U  ) 


.  .  . 

ert  j  pc  -.,  r  .  ..  olw  ;o  e s.  o  i  .ibt  :t  c  i  di  ir.  .  -  cj.  .  \i.1 

.  t‘;j«  5  3  1)0  ’e  t\  *  aJ.  ot  .)r  fc-j  o  3  ue.dc  c) 


.■  :  ,  ,  €)  •  • 


/ 


majority  have  been  brought  to  your  notice  by  your  Sanitary  In¬ 
spector.  The  usual  inspections  of  the  District  have  been  made 
by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  and  myself. 

V/ater  Supply. 

The  Milverton  water  supply  continues  to  be  abundant  in  quantity 
and  good  in  quality;  it  has  been  supplied  to  19  fresh  houses 
during  the  year,  and  is  now  used  by  108  families;  the  cost  of 
this  water  to  the  consumer  has,  moreover,  been  reduced  one  half. 
The  scarcity  of  good  water,  to  certain  houses  in  the  out-lying 
portion  of  the  parish  of  Milverton,  has  lately  engaged  your 
attention,  and  I  believe  measures  are  in  contemplation  to 
remedy  the  evil. 

Drainage . operat ions  on  rather  an  extensive  scale,  and  at  considerable 
cost,  have  been  carried  out  at  Kunnington,  and  a  long  existing 
nuisance  has,  I  believe,  been  effectually  removed. 

In  the  month  of  December  a  Sub-Committee  of  your  Council  with 
your  Medical  Officer  were  appointed  to  report  upon  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  Milverton ' sewers ,  more  especially  with  regard  to 
their  ventilation.  The  subject  was  thoroughly  gone  into  by 
these  gentlemen,  and  it  was  advised  that  several  ventilating 
shafts  should  be  inserted  at  suitable  and  convenient  situations. 
The  carrying  out  of  this  work  is,  I  believe,  at  present  in 
operation . 

No  scavenging  is  undertaken  by  the  District  Council.  Water  Closets 
supersede  the  old-fashioned  Privies  in  many  cases,  and  where 
this  measure  is  unpract icable  earth  closets  or  small  water¬ 
tight  and  ventilated  cesspits,  which  of  necessity  must  be  fre¬ 
quently  emptied,  are  insisted  upon. 

Houses  of  Working  Classes. 

I  am  acquainted  with  5  new  houses  which  have  been  erected  in 
the  Rural  District  for  the  agricultural  classes  during  the  year 
(good  and  substantial  tenements),  and  two  cottages  have  been 
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condemned  by  me  as  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

The  difficulties  we  have  to  contend  with  are  not  so  much  brought 
about  by  over-crowding  of  families,  as  by  the  rotten  and 
dilapidated  condition  of  cottages  which  generally  belong  to 
very  poor  landlords. 

Disinfection  is  carried  out  as  hitherto  by  chemical  disinfectants 
and  lime  washing;  no  other  means  are  at  the  disposal  of  your 
Council.  The  remarks  I  ventured  to  make  in  my  last  Annual 
Report  on  the  subject  of  an  Isolation  Hospital  still,  I  think, 
hold  good,  and  the  matter  is  still  one  for  future  consideration. 

Dairies  ,  Cowshed s ,  etc . 

There  are  very  few  registered  dairies  in  the  district;  regis¬ 
tration  appears  to  have  been  neglected.  I  have,  during  the 
year,  inspected  the  dairies  that  are  registered,  and  more  that 
are  not,  especially  with  reference  to  the  returns  issued  by 
the  County  Council.  These  Reports  I  transmitted  to  your  Coun¬ 
cil.  They  were,  for  the  most  part,  satisfactory,  with  the  ex- 

0 

ception  that  all  the  farms  had  streams,  more  or  less  polluted 
with  sewage,  running  through  them,  and  as  nearly  all  the  streams 
in  the  neighbourhood  (at  any  rate  those  of  any  size)  are  so 
polluted,  I  do  not  think  this  condition  of  things  can  be  won¬ 
dered  at,  nor  can  we  hope  for  some  time  to  remedy  it. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
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TABLE  I. 


Name 


of  District 


For  Whole  District. 


Births. 

Deaths  under 

Deaths 

AT  ALL 

Deaths  at  all  Ages. 

Population 
estimated  to 
Middle  of  each 
Year. 

One  Year  gi?  Age. 

Deaths 

Deaths  of 
Non- 

Deaths 

of 

Yeak. 

« 

Number. 

Rate.* 
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*  Rates  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 


Note. — The  deaths  to  be  included  in  Column  7  of  this  table  are  the  whole  of  those  registered  during  the  year  as  having 
actually  occurred  within  the  district  or  division.  The  deaths  to  be  included  in  Column  12  are  the  number  in  Column  7, 
corrected  by  the  subtraction  of  the  number  in  Column  10  and  the  addition  of  the  number  in  Column  11. 

By  the  terra  “Non-residents”  is  meant  persons  brought  into  the  district  on  account  of  illness,  and  dying  there; 
and  by  the  term  “  Residents”  is  meant  persons  who  have  been  taken  out  of  the  district  on  account  of  illness,  and  have  died 
elsewhere. 


Area  of  District  in  acres 
(exclusive  of  area 
covered  by  water). 


M.  190. 


Total  population  at  all  ages . 

Number  of  inhabited  houses.. 


Average  number  of  persons  per  house.  . .VJ  <* 
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Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1900. 


District. 


Deaths  in  whole  District  at  subjoined  Ages. 


Causes  of  Death. 


All 

ages. 


Under 

1. 


1  and 
under 


5  and 
under 
16. 


16  and 
under 
25. 


Small-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  fever  ... 

Whooping-cough 

Diphtheria  and  mem¬ 
branous  croup. 

Croup  ... 

'Typhus 
Fever,  Enteric 

I 

l^Other  continued 
Epidemic  influenza  ... 
Cholera 

Plague  ...  . 

Diarrhoea.  {See  notes  at 

back.) 

Enteritis.  {See  notes  at 
back.) 

Puerperal  fever 
Erysipelas 

Other  septic  diseases ... 
Phthisis 

Other  tubercular  di¬ 
seases. 

Cancer,  malignant  di¬ 
sease. 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of  Res 
piratory  organs. 

Alcoholism  ) 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  ) 

Venereal  diseases 

Premature  birth 

Diseases  and  accidents 
of  parturition. 

Heart  diseases 
Accidents 
Suicides 
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All  other  causes 
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26  and 
under 
65. 


4 

o2 

4- 

<=2 


4 

/ 

/ 


65  and 
up¬ 
wards. 
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Deaths  in  Localities  (at  all  Ages'). 


All  causes  ... 
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Deaths 

in 

Public 

Institu¬ 

tions. 


M.  193. 

6869—10500—10/1900  G  45  Wt  16016  DS:S  19 


See  notes  at  back. 


JvOTBS.  (a)  I  he  deaths  of  residents  occurring  beyond  the  limits  of  the  district  are  to  be  included 
in  this  table,  and  deaths  of  non-residents  occurring  in  the  district  are  to  be 
excluded.  See  note  on  Table  I.  as  to  meaning  of  “  Residents  ”  and  Non-residents.” 

(0)  Deaths  of  resident  occurring  in  public  institutions  are  to  be  allotted  to  the  respective 
,  localities  according  to  the  addresses  of  the  deceased  as  given  by  the  Registrars, 
and,  m  addition,  to  be  classified  under  “  Public  Institutions.” 
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Under  the  heading  of  “  Diarrhoea  ”  are 
diarrhoea,  alone  or  in  combination  with 
also  deaths  certified  as  from 


to  be  included  deaths  certified  as  from 
some  other  cause  of  ill-defined  nature  ;  and 


Epidemic  enteritis  ; 

Zymotic  enteritis  ; 

Epidemic  diarrhoea.  Summer  diarrhoea  ; 

Dysentery  and  dysenteric  diarrhoea  ; 

Choleraic  diarrhoea,  cholera,  cholera  nostras  (in  the  absence  of  Asiatic  cholera). 

Under  the  heading  of  “  Enteritis  ”  are  to  be  included  those  certified  as  from  Gastro¬ 
enteritis,  Muco-ententis  and  Gastric  catarrh,  unless  from  information  obtained  by 
enquiry  from  the  certifying  practitioner  or  otherwise,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
should  have  reason  for  including  such  deaths,  especially  those  of  infants,  under  the 
specific  term  “  Diarrhoea, 

“tactaded  :„d“att:er:°n,lary  S°me  °‘her  -^11-detoed  disease  should  be 


In  recording  the  facts  under  the  various  headings  of  Tables  I.,  II.,  III.  and  IV  attention 
been  given  to  the  notes  on  the  Tables. 


has 


